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Oct. 18, 1994
UM ART EXHIBIT FEATURES IMPRESSIONIST’S VIEW OF BLACKFEET INDIANS
MISSOULA ~
Over the next two months, Montanans and others will have a rare opportunity to explore the
art of Julius Seyler, a German impressionist who lived among Montana’s Blackfeet Indians in 1913
and 1914.
Seyler’s Blackfeet portraits will be displayed at The University of Montana - Missoula’s
Gallery of Visual Arts OcL 24-Dec. 17, sponsored by UM ’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
A Nov. 11 reception from 4 to 6 p.m. will feature an opening prayer by Blackfeet Elder Joe Bear
Medicine and presentations by Blackfeet Cultural Coordinator Curley Bear Wagner, Center for the
Rocky Mountain West Director Bill Farr, and Sigrid Reisch, the Austrian art collector who owns
some 100 Seylers, including the paintings to be displayed at UM.
Although Seyler’s work is well known in Europe, this will be only the second exhibit of his
paintings ever held in the United States, Farr said. He said the center launched the exhibit because
it offers a great opportunity to see hidden treasures that reflect a part of Montana’s, and the
nation’s, past. And, he said, Seyler’s work depicts the Blackfeet in a unique and compelling
manner.
"What’s intriguing is that they’re always part of the landscape," he said. "The landscape has
its own character, vibrant and intriguing, and they’re part of this landscape. It’s not a matter of
foreground and background ... everything’s integrated. They’re not overwhelmed in this world,
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they’re part of this world. And it’s their presence that alerts us to the character of the landscape."
Unlike the realistic depictions that dominated Western art of that era, Seyler’s
impressionistic style fragments visual reality into plays of light and color — a kaleidoscope of brush
strokes, points, splotches and swirls, Farr said. His work is evocative and emotionally engaging,
somehow capturing the individuality of his subjects without mirroring their appearance, he said.
There is a poignancy in the paintings, too, he said, a sense of "having just missed it."
Seyler’s paintings of buffalo hunts and other Blackfeet scenes evoked an era that had already
passed, he said: "He was already 40 years too late for a buffalo hunt, but all he has to do is squint
and he can see it -- an impression, not the reality, of the bison days."
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Editors, reporters, news directors: For color slides and transparencies of Seyler’s works, or for
more information, call Bill Farr, 243-5943.
KR
Specialized western, dailies, weeklies, special
Seyler.rl

